Results of cave exploration by British cavers in Quang Binh 1990 until present
1990
The very first cave exploration in Vietnam took place in 1990. The British Cave Research Association along with the Hanoi University of Science took part in the first expedition to explore the caves of Quang Binh and the Phong Nha Ke Bang Massif. The teams were able to begin exploration of Phong Nha Cave and Hang Toi Cave. 7,950m of new cave was explored and surveyed on this expedition.  Many other caves were mentioned and the British cavers planned to return as soon as possible to this new exciting caving region
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The first British Team to explore caves in Vietnam 1990
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Phong Nha Cave 1990
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Phong Nha village 1990
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The Ho Chi Minh Road 1990
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Main river passage Phong Nha Cave 1990
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The entrance of Phong Nha cave 1990
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Huge stalagmites just inside the entrance to Phong Nha cave 1990
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Phong Nha Cave Survey
1992
A return trip in 1992 led to the exploration of many fine caves in this area. Phong Nha Cave was explored to a conclusion the longest cave discovered at the time in Vietnam. Hang Toi was extended to a final length of 5258m and initial exploration of the Hang Vom System began. Hang Cha An was explored for 667m and Ruc Caroong for 2800m. It became obvious that there were two separate drainage systems, the Phong Nha System and the Hang Vom System. The team also visited Minh Hoa District and explored Ruc Mon for 2863m. In total 13,655m of new cave was explored and surveyed.
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The British caving team 1992
[image: image10.jpg]



The British caving members meeting General Nguyen Vo Giap 1992
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Ruc Caroong Cave
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Travelling on the Ho Chi Minh Road 1992
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Hang Vom /Paradise Cave 
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Hang Vom/Paradise Cave 
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Giant cave pearls Hang Vom/Paradise Cave
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Old bomb casings as gate posts 1992
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Unexploded bombs recovered from jungle
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Centre of Phong Nha village 1992
1994
This was a very important year for cave exploration in the area. The giant cave of Hang En was discovered which brought to the attention the possibility of the area possessing the largest caves in the world. Hang Vom was explored to over 16km long and at the time the longest cave in Vietnam. Hang Thung was explored for 3351m, a very difficult river cave and a major key in the Phong Nha Cave System.  The first exploration explored Hang Tien Cave for over 2,500m and was the start of the exploration of the Tu Lan Cave System. A total of over 29km of new cave was explored by the British team on this expedition. The caves now discovered suggested that the area was one of the most important regions for caves in the world. 
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The giant Exit of Hang En
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Sunbeams in Hang En
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Giant passage Hang Vom/Paradise Cave
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Hang Tien
1997
Progress into the more remote areas continued. The upper reaches of the Vom System included the exploration of Hang Ho (1616m), Hang Over (3244m) and Hang Pygmy 845m. The main river sinks for the Phong Nha System were investigated, Khe Thi and Khe Ry and Khe Trieng. Hang Khe Ry turned out to be a very long river cave and was explored at the time for 13,817m.Khe Ry Cave would become the longest river cave in the world and the longest cave in Vietnam. It also is a main feeder cave into Hang Son Doong though this was still undiscovered at this time. The total caves explored on this expedition was 20,483m
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Huge bomb casings discovered deep in the jungle
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The entrance to Hang Pygmy
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Giant flowstones Hang Pygmy
1999
On this expedition the British team finished exploring Khe Ry Cave during a long underground camp of 5 days in the cave making it the longest cave in Vietnam and probably the longest single river cave that can be negotiated underground in the world. The cave exited in the enclosed valley joining up with the waters from Hang En. Downstream both these waters entered a sink that was blocked by trees and boulders. It would be discovered 10 years later that this was the water for Hang Son Doong the largest cave in the world. The total caves explored on this expedition was 6625m
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2001
The British cavers had a five day camp in Hang En on this expedition which led to the discovery of Hang Lanh a resurgence cave and one of the feeders to the Phong Nha System. This cave was 3753m long. Also Hang Doi (453m) and Hang Ca (361m) were explored in this area. The total explored and surveyed was 4690m
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2003
The British cavers explored another cave in the Hang Vom system called Hang About for 820m. The exploration of Hang Nuoc Nut (2205m) and Hang So Doi (1124m) extended the Phong Nha System still further. The total cave explored was 6257m
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Main passage Nuoc Nut Cave
2005, 2006 and 2007
During these expeditions by the British cavers much work was done to try and find the elusive cave below Hang En. Mr. Ho Khanh a local man told us he had visited a cave in 1990 with wind and cloud and a sound of a river in the entrance. Over 3 expeditions many attempts were made to find this cave with no luck. However many other discoveries were made exploring over 20km of caves including some very deep caves.
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Vuc Tang a 200m shaft into a large 3.5km long cave
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Vuc Tang 200m entrance shaft
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Caver ascending a single rope in Loong Cong Cave
2009
The British cavers finally had the chance to explore the elusive cave they had been searching for, for over 10 years. A local jungle man Mr. Ho Khanh took them to the entrance he had found in 1990 when he was a young man. The cave now called Hang Son Doong translated as Mountain River Cave was explored for over 6.5km in 2009 finishing at a giant wall named the Great Wall of Vietnam. The cave was measured and it became obvious that they had discovered the largest cave yet found in the world. This was a major discovery putting Phong Nha Ke Bang on the map as one of the greatest caving areas in the world. 
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 Hang Son Doong entrance
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Climbing down 85m in the entrance of Hang Son Doong
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The lake at the bottom of the entrance climb Hang Son Doong
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First river crossing Hang Son Doong
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Giant stalagmites with doline 1 in the distance 1.5km away
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Looking back at giant stalagmites over 70m high
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Perfectly round tube cut through rock near Doline 1
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Climbing up to Doline 1
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Looking from Doline1 towards Doline 2
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The green gours in Doline 1
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Sunbeams in Doline 1
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Doline 2 at night
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Climbing above the jungle in the cave in Doline 2
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The jungle in the cave at Doline 2
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Huge main passage towards the Great Wall of Vietnam
2010
The British cavers returned to continue exploration of Hang Son Doong. The Great Wall of Vietnam wall was climbed for 95m and an exit discovered deep in the jungle. National Geographic film and magazine were involved in the expedition and the cave became world famous with a 21 page publication in the National Geographic Magazine. 
The British team that year discovered a new cave system called Tu Lan in Minh Hoa District. These beautiful caves were explored during the 2010 expedition and now are a major adventure tourist destination as well as the location of the Hollywood film Kong Skull Island.
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The 600m long lake before the Great Wall of Vietnam
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Climbing the Great Wall of Vietnam
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Climbing the top section of the wall
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Calcited remains of a deer near the exit of the cave.
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Hang Ken in the Tu Lan Cave System
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Main river passage in Tu Lan Cave
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Second waterfall Tu Lan Cave
2012
The British cavers continued exploration in the Tu Lan area exploring many new caves. They also discovered a new cave near the exit of Son Doong called Hang Va. This exceptional cave has unique stalagmite formations all formed underwater and contains the best examples of this kind in the world. 
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Underwater stalagmites in a giant gour pool Hang Va
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Tower cones in Hang Va
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Helictites in the roof of Hang Va
2015 -2018
The British team returned every year to continue exploration in the area. Over 100 new caves were explored in this time making over 350 caves explored in Phong Nha Ke Bang. Major discoveries were made in Minh Hoa District with Hang Tien 2 and a river cave deep in the remote jungle called Ruc Ma Rinh. Many documentary films were completed, mainly in Son Doong Cave to promote the area for adventure tourism. Quang Binh Province is now the fastest growing tourist destination in Vietnam and the 3rd most popular destination in Vietnam for tourism. The caves have changed the lives of the once poor local people in the area and many are now employed as guides and porters on the adventure tours. More people go on adventure caving tours in Phong Nha than anywhere else in the world. 
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Topographic map with all the caves marked in the Phong Nha Ke Bang National Park
2019
In this year a British diver team comprised of the British team that rescued the Thai children trapped in a cave in Thailand cam to dive both Son Doong Cave and the giant spring Nuoc Mooc. Both dives were very deep over 70m depth. Son Doong is still continuing and a future expedition is planned to continue the exploration. Son Doong Cave now is over 500m deep and the second deepest cave in Vietnam.
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Dive and support team 2019
[image: image65.jpg]



Entering final underwater tunnel in Son Doong 2
2023
Due to Covid restrictions no expeditions were possible for a number of years. However in 2023 a team returned to continue exploration. New areas such as Hoa Son and Hoa Phuc were investigated and 12km of new cave were discovered. 22 new caves were explored in these areas many of which are still continuing and a further expedition is planned for 2024. 
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Summary
In total British cavers have explored and surveyed 384 caves in Quang Binh Province.
In total British cavers have explored 243km of new cave passage.
British cavers have explored the world’s largest cave in Hang Son Doong, the longest river cave in the world and longest cave in Vietnam in Hang Khe Ry. Other caves such as Hang En and Hang Pygmy and Hang Vom also measure in the top 10 largest caves in the world. The Ke Bang Massif is without doubt one of, if not the most important karst regions in the world.
Scientific papers include:
Geology of Hang Son Doong –Darryl Grainger
Cave formations in Hang Va- Prof Tony Waltham
Phong Nha-Ke Bang karst –Patricia Kambesis (Encyclopaedia of caves)
First record of bats in Hang Son Doong-Vu Dinh Thong
Hydrological observations in Phong Nha Ke Bang-Gheorge Ponta
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